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"Epcroachments on their Rights; and this day, in defiance of a 
PROCLAMATION, which every rational mind knows it not 
Law, upwards of three hundred thouſ#::d People, moſt of them 
highly reſpectable even from their ſituation in life, and all of 
them more ſo from the decency, gravity, and decorum of 
their demeanour and behaviour, aſſembled (according to ad- 
vertiſements given at a very ſhort notice) in a large field near 
"Copenhagen-Houfe, The philoſophic ! and reflecting mind 
had never, perhaps, a finer opportunity of contemplating tlie 
mental energies of ſo vaſt a number of fellow creatures, as on —— 
this memorable day, when thouſands of free-born Britons A 


N — — — 
3 


2 FEED 


* r n 
1 


x 


poured from every quarter of this overgrown Metropolis, to 


expreſs their abhorrence, in a conſtitutional manner, at one of 
the-moſt barefaced, arbitrary meaſures that ever defiled the 
page of hiſtory, of acountry which had the ſmalleſt pretenſion 
to call itſelf free. F 

The Meeting was appointed by the advertiſement, to take 


place at eleven o'clock in the morning but the immenſe crowds | 


that appeared to be approaching from all quarters, loudly de- 


manded, that, in juſtice to the importance and ſolemnity of the 


occaſion, the opening of the proceedings ſhould be for ſome 
time deferred. At half paſt twelve o'clock, Citizens Hodgſon, 
Thelwall, and Aſhley, from three of the roſtra, erected at con- 
venient diſtances, for the better accommodation of every one 


preſent, explained to the company the mode of proceeding 


which the Society had determined to adopt—which was, to 
read the ſeveral Reſolutions and Petitions which were in- 
tended to be offered to the conſideration of the Meeting, at 
the reſpective roſtra ; and to take the votes for and againſt 
them in the following manner. viz. That each perion giving 
his vote for the affirmative, ſhould hold up his hand, on a white 


handkerchief being elevated from the roftra, ns ſoon as the 


/ Queſtion was put; and that immediately after this being deter- 
mined, thoſe who were ef a contrary opinion ſhould in the ſame 
manner ſignify the ſame, by holding up their hands, on a hat 


on. To avoid repetition on this head, it is with the 
higheſt ſatisfaction we relate the fact, that in the courſe of the 
Whale day's Feng dug. not one ſingle diſſentient hand was 
held up. Theſe preparatory meaſures having been taken, 
about one o'clock, Citizen Aſhley, in the name of the Com- 
mittee of the London Correſponding Society, propoſed Citizen 
Duane to fill the Chair, which being unanimonſly agreed to, 
-., Citizen Duane took the Chair accordingly. . 3 
le addreſſed the Aſſembly in a brief, but energetic man- 
ner; he ſaid, the Meeting of the day proved that a Proclama- 


_ elevated from the roſtra, immediately after puttin the 
que 


tion was not a Law : be ſaid, that their laſt Meeting had 
-oFended the vicious Adminiſtration, which now deſtroyed the 


country more than the diſgraces and diſaſters which had attend- 


ed the military operations on the Continent : he was proud, 


however, to "ſay, that they had Charters for their Mee 


ung ng. 
which, until now, had never been attempted to be even doubted. 
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the Reſolutions and Addreſſes which are annex ec. 
We offer the following as ſketches (taken in ſhort-hand) of 


1 


The fifth Article of the Bill of Rights entitled them to petition; 
and Magna Charta had, by the ſeventh Article, Lon&—LoNnG 
before, juſtified reſiſtance to any encroachment upon the Liber- 


ties of the nation. He then aſſerted the right of public Meet- 


ings and private deliberations ; the neceſſity of private and 
public opinion, and free diſcuſſion on all topics which could 
intereſt or affect men. He recommended meaſures of peace and 
firmneſs—but he ſaid, that it would remain with the people 
of :this country to determine, how long they would bear inno- 
vation on their liberties, an unnatural war, and the invaſion of 


their domeſtic rights, by every ſpecies of arbitrary uſurpation 


and the deteſtable meaſures which were now attempted to be 
introduced, in violation of all thoſe dear and ſacred privileges 
which the efforts and blood of their anceſtors, in a ſeries of 
ages, had ſecured to them. | | 

He then adverted to the meaſures which now created fach 
univerſal alarm, apprehenſion, and diſtraction; he oppoſed it 
againſt the honeſt fears and educated habits of Engliſhmen ; 


he diſplayed the preſent and the future circumſtances of ri- 


tons, ſhould the meaſures now in agitation be carried into 
lle very warmly painted the conduct and temper of Engliſh- 
men in former ets: and contraſted their preſent — 
with thoſe happy times. He again reverted to the conduct 
of Britons on all occafion—how jealous of their liberties, how 


generous in their indulgence to men whom they could not 


n the preſent times, he ſaid, ſuſpicion was a cardinal virtue, 


and prudence a rule of conduct which no honeſt man could be 


fafe in departing from. It becomes men to be ſteady, like their 
anceſtors, and to adopt meaſures of prudence from the great 
examples which were before them. e e Ire Hoy 

He then generally alluded to the conduct, meafure, and 
opinion of adminiſtration, and appeared to feel, that he was 


embarraſſed with a ſenſibility which we cannot expreſs a ſenſe 


of in adequate terms. VVV | 
He then proceeded to open the matter before him, and read 


1 


the different Addreſſes; but will not vouch for their preeiſe 


— 


accuracy, though we can aſſert, that their ſpirit and ſubſtance , 


is preſerved, 


. ]⅛ wi.... ̃ rome © ar no 
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TO THE KING's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


The Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition of many 


Thouſands of the Inhabitants of London and its 


environs, aſſociated with the London Correſpond- 

ing Society—the legal but determined Advocates of 

Britiſh Conſtitutional Liberty, as eftabliſhed by the 
principles of the Revolution in 1688. 

„„ „„ 5 


TT is with no ſmall degree of diffidence and anxiety, that 
we 2 you once more, to pre:ient to your Majeſty the 


miſconduct and arbitrary counſels of your Majeſty's Miniſters, 


are rapidly driving to the verge of -deſperation. Twice be- 
fore, within the laſt five months, have we attempted in vain, to | 
r our grievances into your Royal ear, and to convince your 


Majeſty, that the meaſures recently purſued by adminiitration,: 


as they have a direct tendency to reduce your people to the 
laſt degree of human miſery, and, conſequently, to excite dif-. 


contents againſt your Majeſty's government, are, in, reality, 
hoſtile to your Majeſty's authority, and inimical to your real 
intereſts; . But, alas! our complaints, however well-founded — 
our Petitions, however conſtitutional, have been paſſed over in 
filent neglect, and we have reaſon to belieye, have been pre- 
vented even from coming to your Majeſty's knowledge, by the 
artifices of perſons in high authority who ſurround. you, and. 
who have an intereſt in preventing your Majeſty from being 


made acquainted with the real condition and ſentiments of the 


nation. | 


Inftead of Redreſs, cheredbire; we hogs mat with Calumny 4 


—jaſtead of alleviation of exiſting oppreſſions, we are threat- 


- ened with the total extin#ion of our yet remaining liberties, 


Parliamentary corruption, and an unjuſt and ruinous war, have 


reduced us to beggary and famine; and when we call for the 
_ . reformation of the one, and the Telinquiſhmetit of the other, 


s and complaints of an over-burthened People, whom the 


„„ 


8 f 5 
Bills are brought into Parliament by your Majeſty's Miniſters, 
Which make it FeLony and HIOR TA EASON, to give a tongue 
to thoſe miſeries we cannot but feel ! !! RUDE ee NO 
But, while it is yet Legal—while Magna Charta and the 
Bill of Rights {till remain in force ! | !-—-BEFORE theſe tre- 
mendous Blils, which threaten to overthrow the Conſtitutional 
Throne of the Houſe of Brunſwick, and to eſtabliſh the Deſpo- 
tiſm of the exiled Stuarts, paſs into a law—we aſſemble once 


more, called together by the ſtrong ſentiment of pur x to our- 


ſelves, to our Poſterity, and to your Majeſty, whole ſafety is 
involved in theſe unparalleled meaſures, to expreſs, in a manner 
at once firm and conſtitutional, the ſenſe we entertain of them, 
and our well-founded apprehenſions of the dreadful conſe- 
quences with which they muſt be attended. Lo 
At the ſame time permit us to conjure your Majeſty, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, to diſtruſt the ſincerity of thoſe, who, 
with inſidious profeſſions of zeal and attachment to your per- 
ſonal ſafety and aggrandiſement, would perſuade you to aim at 
the extenſion of your auchority beyond the due limits preſcribed 
by the Revolution; to call to your recollection the leſſons and 


examples of former hiſtory ; to reflect upon the inſtructive 


ſeries of events that placed your family upon the throne of 
Britain; and finally to diſcriminate, with that rigid imparti- 
ality which can alone give ſtability co your Majeſty's govern- 
ment, between your real and your pretended friends, 

We conjure your Majeſty, with that correctneſs and free- 
dom which the awful criſis of our fate inſpires, not to forget 
that wholefome and incontrovertible maxim FED 

% That thoſe who are hoſtile to the Rights and Liberties of 
e the People, can never be real Friends to the juſt Preroga 
« tives of the Crown.“ „ 

The intereſt of the People and their Chief Magiſtrate ought 
to be inſeparable: but we conjure your Majeſty ſeriouſly to 
reflect, how far this can poſſibly be the caſe, when reſtrictions 


are put upon the Liberties of the ſubject . during the term of 


* your Majeſty's natural life,” which have never before been 
deemed neceſlary ſince the eſtabliſhment of our conſtitution, — 
Neither can we, conſiſtently with that conſtitutional loyalty we 
rofeſs, take leave of this ſubje& without reminding your Ma- 
jeſty of the ominous circumſtance of the preſent meaſures being 
founded upon prececents (fo far as precedents can any where 
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by ſound) ee bee: the Houſes of Tudor and 
ef Stuart, the latter of which precedents was ſo ſhortly followed 


by the Revolution that droye that Houſe of Stuart from the 
Throne, and was indeed ſo materially inſtrumental in produ- 
eing that event. We truſt, whatever may be the evil counſels 
and evil projects of a deſperate adminiſtration, that the Houſe 
of Brunſwick will not forget the yxinciyLEs, to which they 

-oxve their elevation; and we therefore ſubjoin, without fear of 


offence, or dread of imputation on our loyalty, the ſond be- 


lief; that BRITONS have not yet relinquiſhed either the Love 
of Liberty, or the Manly Courage which diſtinguiſhed their 
anceſtors at the period to which we have alluded. | 
And, finally, we conclude by petitioning your Majeſty, to 
lay theſe things to your heart; to prevent the pofibility, by 
preventing the NECESSITY: of inteſtine commotion ; and to 
.nſtru&t your Majeſty's miniſters (or ſuch others as your Ma- 
jeſty in your wiſdom may think proper to call to your coun- 
-Gils) to turn their attention to the Redreſs of Exiſting Abuſes, 
inſtead of laying additional Burthens and Reſtrictions upon your 
already oppreſſed and unhappy people 14 


7 
„ 
2 


Signed. w. DUANE, Chairman. 


J. ASHLEY, Secretary. 
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them; or that they call 
rights, or repel the threatened encroachments of Miniſterial 


8 


Te the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament affembled. 


| The Petition of ſeveral Thouſand Britons, inhabitants of 
London, and its Environs, the firm and conſtitutional 
Aſſertors of Britiſh Liberty. 1 8 - 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIPS, 


The people having no immediate connection with that par- 
ticular branch of the legiſlature which is compoſed of your 
Lordſhips, further than as it forms a component part of the 
Conſtitution, it but rarely happens that you are addreſſed by 

for your aſſiſtance, to vindicate their 


ambition. But in the preſent alarming criſis, when almoſt all 
that remains of the conſtitution eftablithed at the Revolution of 
1688, is apenly attacked by a Bill introduced into Parliament 
by one of his Majeſty's Miniſters, a member of your honour- 


able houſe; and another, equally alarming, which has been 
brought into the Houſe of Commons, under the reſponſibility 


of his Majeſty's Chancellor of the Exchequer, we ſhould deem 


ourſelves inexcuſable if we neglected the opportunity of a ſo- 


lemn appeal to each of the reſpective branches of the legiſla- 
ture, to teſtify our deep ſenſe of the threatened invaſion of our 


liberties, and to remind our legiſlators of the /acred des of 


reciprocal obligation that muſt ever exiſt between the govern- 
ment and the people; that, whatever may be the conſequence 
of the preſent meaſures, our names may deſcend unſullied to 
poſterity, and the univerſe bear witneſs that we have diſcharged 
the duty of men, who were anxious to preſerve the peace and 


liberty of their country. - 


We preſent, therefore, for the firſt time, at the bar of your 
Lordſhips, and pray you to take into your molt ſerious conſi- 
deration, the alarming tendency, and probable conſequences of 
the coercive Hiſtem, now in the contemplation of the legiſlature, 
and of appealing to the authority of ſuch times as thoſe from 
which the tramers of the impending Bills have thought fit to 


(36): 

draw their precedents. Is it to the arbitrary reigns of the 
Tudors that a people boaſting the freedom of a renovated 
| conſtitution are to look up for the authorities that are to reſtrict 
their rights, and new model their laws and inſtitutions? Is it 
from the uſurpations of the Houſe of Stuart that precedents are to 
be drawn by the Miniſters of that throne which was erected 


upon the ruins of the family that attempted, and for a wwhzle 
accompliſhed thoſe USURPATIONS ? If the times of the 


Stuarts were good times, what were thoſe anceſtors who pro- 


duced the Revolution of 1688, in order to change 2ho/e times ? 
If the conduct of the Houſe of Stuart deſerves the imitation 
of this enlightened age, what is the Houfe of Brunſwick, whoſe 
3 was ſecured by driving thoſe Stuarts into vagrant 
2 xi 7 ? | * : 3 1 
We beſeech your Lordſhips ſeriouſly to conſider, whether, 
by countenancing ſuch arguments, and adopting meaſures upon 
ſuch precedents, you may not ultimately produce a ſiſpicion 
even in the Royal breaſt, that your attachment to the Houſe of 
Brunſwick is not {o fincere as Fs the peace of the nation might be 
wiſhed ? For how can they be ſincerely attached to the Houſe 


of Brunſwick, who abjure the principles which ſeated that Houſe | 


upon the throne ? 


We conjure your Lordſhips, alſo, to conſider, whether to 
ſuffer a Bill for the fabrication of new ſpecies and genera of 


treaſon—a Bill which does, in reality, repeal and annul theſe 


wiſe and excellent proviſions extorted from Edward the Third, 


by the wiſdom and perſevering virtue of the independent Re- 

reſentatives of the People, to originate in your honourable 
. Houſe, is not, at 24s period, peculiarly impolitic, and calcu- 
lated, if ſuch prejudices as. ſome of your Lordſhips ſeem to 
_ apprehend, have in reality ariſen againſt the ariſtocratic branch 
of our Conſtitution, to give thoſe prejudices additional force, and 


even to create ſuch prejudices, if yet, as we preſume, unknown? 
To conclude; my Lords, permit your Petitioners to intreat 


your honourable Houſe, to preſerve the country from the mani- 


fold dangers, factions, conſpiracies, and diſturbances to which, 
in all human probability, thoſe unconſtitutional meaſures, if 


unhappily adopted, may give birth. 


I. ASHLEY, Secretary. 


W. DUANE, Chairman. 
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To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament 
| aſembled. 1 


The Petition of nearly Feur Hundred I houſand Britons, 
Inhabitants of London and its Environs, aſſembled 
together in the open air, to expreſs their free ſenti- 
ments, according to the tenure of the Bill of Rights, 
on the ſubject of the threatened Invaſions of their Con- 
ſtitutional Liberties! N 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURABLE HOUSE, 


| Your Petitioners approach you, once more, to make theit 


grievances and apprehenſions known, in a legal and conſti tu- 
tional manner, to that branch of the legiſlature, which from 
its legal ftyle and firm, was evidently intended to be the con- 
ſtitutional guardian of the people's liberties, and the champion 


of its rights and privileges! But we approach you, not as 
heretofore, to claim the reformation of exiting abuſes, for if 


thoſe claims had been attended to, the cauſe of our preſent pe- 
tition could never have exiſted. We come not to repeat our 
unanſwered arguments on the neceflity of Parliamentary Re- 
form. The very introduction, by his Majeſty's Miniſters, of 
the meaſures we now proteſt againſt, is a demonſtrati ve evi- 
dence of the neceſſity of ſuch reform; but we approach you 
with conſtitutional reverence, and Britiſh firmneſs, to conjure 
you not to drive the people of this diftreſſed and irritated na- 
tion to ſuch deſpair, as the adoption of the coercive ſyſtem in 


agitation before you, we are firmly perſuaded, in the end, mult - 


; Inevitably produce. | 

We conjure this honourable Houſe, the members of which 
ſtill continue to ſtyle themſelves the Repreſentatives of the 
People, to remember that the vital energies of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution conſiſt in the liberties of Speech and of the Preſs ; 
that the ſafety and preſervation of our lives and liberties (next 
after that immortal inſtitution the Trial by Jury) depend upon 
the ſtrict obſervance of the proviſions of that admirable Statute 
of Treaſons, extorted by a virtuous Houſe of Commons from 
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and annihilate the ſacred rights of po 


| time entitled to the Britiſh Crown. 


1 1 


the invaſion of theſe liberties, and the violation of this ſafety, 
by arbitrary inſtitutions, and new theories of conſtructive trea- 
ſons, though ſometimes aſſumed under pretence of ancient pre- 
rogatives, and ſometimes confirmed by corrupt repreſentatives, 
and arbitrary Acts of Parliament, have never failed of being 


productive of conſequences the moſt alarming, both to the 
government and the people. That the adoption of thoſe very 
maxims now quoted with exultation by his Majeſty's Miniſters, 


ur one unhappy Prince of the Houſe of Stuart to the 
ſcaſfold, and drove another with his poſterity from the throne; 


and that, therefore, to propoſe and ſupport ſuch meaſures is, 1 


in reality, to endanger not only the tranquillity of the nation, 
but the ſafety even of his Majeſty's perſon and government, 
in ſupport 


' + 


forward. 
collect the events that immedlately preceded and produced the 
revolution of 1688 — the doctrines advanced in juſtification of 
that memorable event, and the principles which eſtabliſhed the 


Houſe of Brunſwick on the throne. Let us conjure you alſo 


to conſider with due deliberation, the limits, and the ſacred 
nature of that com which exiſts between the government 
and the people; and the dreadful conſequences that muſt ine- 
vitably enſue, if ever theſe limits ſhould be violated, or this 
compact broken! OP) LEY 125 

If theſe circumſtances are duly conſidered, we feel a ſettled 

confidence, that the ſtrong, and hitherto unparralleled attempts 
to deſtroy the perſonal ſecurity of the 3 of theſe realms, 
6 itical diſcuſſion, which 

his Majeſty's Miniſters have had the boldneſs to avow, will 


meet with the decided diſapprobation of this honourable Houſe— _ 


that precedents drawn from the tyrannical reigns of the Tudors 
and the Stuarts, will be rejected with indignation ;-and that 


this honourable Houſe will be ſtruck with horror at the idea of 


fHaining the memory of the Houſe of Brunſwick, by the revival 
of chole very meaſures which brought the Houſe of Stuart into 
ſuch general odium, and was productive of ſuch intolerable 
oppreſſion as to juſtify the reſiſtance of the people, and produce 


that GLORIOUS REVOLUTION, upon the principles of 


which, and of which alone, the Houſe of Brunſwick is at this 


— 


Edvard the Third. We conjure you alſo to remember, that : 


of which theſe meaſures are ſaid to be brought 


Permit us ſolemnly to conjure this honourable Houſe to re- 
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|. Your Petitioners therefore pray this honourable Houſe to 


reconſider the purport and tendency of the Bill introduced upon 
the re/pon/ebility of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for the 
Reſtriction, or rather the utter Prevention, of Popular Aſſem- 


blies for the Purpoſe of Political Inveſtigation, and to diſmiſs it 
with that marked diſapprobation it ſo juſtly deſerves ; to 


d, with the moſt inviolable reſpect, that ſacred inſtitution 
the Trial by Jury ;—and to ſuffer. no arbitrary innovations, 
under any pretence whatever, on the exiſting Laws of 'Treaſon 
and Seditzon—laws which have hitherto. been found fully com- 
petent to all the juſt purpoſes of free and equitable government. 

And, finally, we 1ntreat this honourable Houſe to believe, 
that when we profeſs our abhorrence of all tumult and violence, 
and reject with the utmoſt indignation the groundleſs calumnies 
that have been ſpread againſt our peaceful, orderly, and con- 


ſtitutional Meetings; we do it from a firm and long: ſettled 


conviction, that all acts of violence and outrage are moſt emi- 
nently injurious to that great cauſe of Nationat, and Conſti- 
tutional Liberty to which we are attached. At the ſame 
time we conjure. you to aſſure his Majeſty's Miniſter, that the 
People of Britain have not degenerated from the ſpirit and 


bravery of their anceſtors, nor forgot the important leſſon: 


anculcated by their examples. | 188 
Reſolved, that the thanks of this Meeting be given to his 
Grace the Duke of Bedford. Lord Lauderdale, the Right 
Honourable Charles James Fox, Richard Brinſley Sheridan; 
Charles Grey, John Chriſtian Curwen, Charles Sturt, and all 
thoſe diſtinguiſhed Members of the two Houſes of Parliament, 
who, in the preſent hour of trial, have proved themſelves to 
be the true friends of the Rights and Liberties of the People. 
Reſolved, that the thanks of this Meeting be given to the 
Whig Club, for their ſpirited proceedings and reſolutions of 
nero and to all thoſe perſons whoſe patriotic exertions 
have conduced to the accompliſhment of the preſent happy 
unanimity among the Friends of Freedom. | CN 
Reſolved, that the London Correſponding Society, and the 
other Friends of Liberty and Juftice here aſſembled, entertain 
the moſt ſettled and decided abhorrence of all tumult and vio- 
lence ;. that they reſpect the peace and happineſs of ſociety, 


_ and regard, therefore, with becoming reverence, the inviola- 


tonal diſcharge of their reſpective functions. 


bility of all Magiſtrates, and others engaged in the conftitu- 


ings to the u reſponſibility of the law. 
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' Reſolved, That we deplore, in common with all true lovers 


of the genuine principles of Liberty and Order, the tumultuary 
_ exceſſes of an enraged and uninformed populace, on the firft 


day of the preſent Seſſion of Parliament; and mark with our 


moſt unequivocal cenſure that unhappy deluſion which appears 
to have occaſioned miſguided individuals to direct their indig- 


nation againſt the Sovereign, for errors and miſconduct which 
his Miniſters alone ought to be rendered reſponſible; and 
that, not in a tumultuary, but in a legal and conſtitutional 
way :—a deluſion which would never have exiſted, if the efforts 


of popular ſocieties to illuminate the People had not been coun» 


teracted by unprincipled inquiſitions and illegal perſecutions. 

Reſolved, that the aſſertions of certain per/ons in high ſtation 
and authority, that the inſults offered to the perſon of the 
Chief Magiſtrate, in his paſſage to and from Parliament on 


- that day originated in the Meeting held on the preceding 
Monday in the neighbourhood of Copenhagen-houſe, is a groſs, 
_ unfounded, wIL TVI, and treacherous calumny, invented by 
intereſted and deſigning perſons (who perhaps know that theſe 
exceſſes originated from a very different quarter), to furniſh 
them with a pretence for ty rannical uſurpation, long before 


digeſted and determined upon. FRANCS | 
Reſolved, that we know how to cheriſh and to practice, in 
caſes of the LAST EXTREMITY, the conſtitutional right of 
RESISTANCE To OryPrEssIO0n. We will exert our utmoſt 
endeavours on all occafions to repreſs all irregularity and 
exceſſes, and to bring the authors of ſuch anjulti6able proceed- 
Signed,  W. DUANE, Chairman. 
hg J. ASHLEY, Secretary. 


The several Reſolutions and Petitions having been read, and 
: a} agreed to, ned Don 


Citizen Jones addreſſed the Meeting, in a moſt - impreſſive 
manner. To attempt a detail of his admirable ſpeech 1s more 
than the limits of our paper will allow, and we, must, there- 
fore, content ourſelves with giving a mere ſketch or outline oj 


it. He began by a ſolemn ap to the Meeting on the mo- 


mentous occaſion which had called them together, and forcibly 


diepicted the importance of it, by Fg bs their recollection 


that they were then met to petition the Legiſlature againſt the 


paſſing of an Act which, if once become a law, would totally 


annihilate every grand and eſſential privilege which, as En- 


— 


rage 
day of the Seſſion, by a ſuffering, diſtreſſed, and deluded 


F 


kram, they had hitherto prided themſelves in poſſeſſing. 


e took particular notice of the many ſhameful and unfounded 
calumnies which had been induſtriouſly circulated againſt the 


London Correſponding Society, and eſpecially pointed out the 
great injuſtice which had been done to that body of men by 


condi with their laſt Meeting, and attaching it to the out- 
ich had been committed on his Majeity, on the firſt 


populace. He called every one'to witneſs, and dared any one 


to deny it if he could, that the Correſponding Society had, 


from its commencement to the preſent hour, uniformly exerted 
its efforts in ſupport of the People's Rights, in a manner which 
held forth a pattern to every one, for peace, order, and deco- 
rum. It was by a ſtrict adherence to theſe modes alone, he 
ſaid, that the friends to Freedom and Reform could ever hope 
to carry the great and importaſt queſtion for which they con- 
tended. He took a review of all the attacks which had been 
made upon the Conſtitution by the preſent Adminiſtration, and 


remarked, that, from one progreſſive ſtage to another, they had 


at laſt arrived to the preſent acme of deſpotic attempt, which 


could not fail to crown their efforts; for, if it took place, the 


Liberties of Engliſhmen were no more. He conjured the Meet- 
ing to reflect, that every thing dear to man was now at ſtake; | 

they were either to ſubmit, without a murmur, to every degree 

of taxation and degradation which could be put upon them, 
or, by their determined oppoſition to the preſent unheard-of 
and unprecedented meaſures, they were to oppoſe and refiſt 
them. It was a hard'caſe, he thought, that a great and gene- 


rous people, like that of England, ſhould be plunged into a 
ruinous and deſolating War, which has brought them to an 


abyſs of misery and diſtreſs ſcarcely in the power of words to 
deſcribe, and that in the very moment when this diſtreſs began 
moſt feelingly to operate, and that it might naturally be fup- 
poſed the people would, of courſe, murmur and remonſtrate at 
the wrongs and injuries they ſuffered, —ynheard-of meaſures 


| were adopted by Minifters, and brought forward for the ſane- 


tion of the Legiſlatare, to prevent ſuffering Miſery from voiding 
a ſigh or a groan, without incurring the high and mighty pe- 
nalty of tranſportation. He expreſſed the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, 


that any ſet of men ſhould ſo far have dared to infringe upon 


the Conſtitution, as ſettled at the Revolution of 1688, by which 
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